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SUBJECT: SIERRA LEONEAN STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS IN WASHING- 
TON 

REF: STATE 29544 

1 . APPROXIMATELY 50-75 MEMBERS OF A GROUP CALLED THE 
SIERRA LEONE NATIONALS ACTION COMMITTEE DEMONSTRATED IN 
FRONT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AT ABOUT 11:30 A.M. EST 
ON FEBRUARY 10 TO PROTEST EVENTS IN SIERRA LEONE. THE 
COMMITTEE, WHOSE HEAD OFFICE IS LISTED AS BEING IN NEW 
RACHAEL, N.Y.,(SIC),SUB OFFICES IN LANGLEY PARK, MD„ AND 
BOSTON, CARRIED PLACARDS AND CHANTED SLOGANS FOR ABOUT 15- 
30 MINUTES BEFORE PROCEEDING TO NEXT STOPS WHICH WERE TO 
INCLUDE IBRD, SIERRA LEONE EMBASSY, AND A HAZILY DESCRIBED 
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MUSIC HALL ON V STREET WHERE IT WOULD HOLD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE. THREE COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVES HEADED BY A 
MR. SULAIMAN SISAY PRESENTED THE SL DESK OFFICER WITH A 
COPY OF THEIR PETITION AND PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE (POUCHED 
SEPARATELY). APPROVAL TO PARADE WAS OBTAINED BY ARUMA 
SAHED BANGURAH. 
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2. THE PETITION, WHICH DESCRIBES ITSELF AS REPRESENTING 
SIERRA LEONEANS LIVING IN MANY PARTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND CANADA, PROTESTS STEVENS "CORRUPT AND UNPOPULAR RULE," 
CONDEMNS THE KILLING OF INNOCENT STUDENTS, AND CALLS FOR 
THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF "ALL 150" STUDENTS NOW BEING 
DETAINED FOR INTERROGATION. THE PETITION FURTHER 
CATALOGUES 22 CHARGES AGAINST STEVENS DATING BACK TO EVENTS 
IN 1961. IT STATES THE COMMITTEE HAS TRIED STEVENS IN 
THE "COURT OF DOMESTIC PUBLIC OPINION," FOUND HIM GUILTY, 

AND "SENTENCED" HIM TO REMOVAL FROM OFFICE WITH NO 
GRATUITIES, NO PRIVILEGES AND NO IMMUNITIES. THE PRESS 
RELEASE IS A SHORTER DOCUMENT ALONG THE SAME LINES WHICH 
USES SUCH ADJECTIVES AS BRUTAL, CORRUPT, MISCHIEVOUS, 
INSENSITIVE (MORALLY), AND RUTHLESS TO DESCRIBE STEVENS 
AND HIS ACTIVITIES. 

3. THE DEMONSTRATION WAS NON- VIOLENT AND THE STUDENTS 
BEHAVED THEMSELVES WELL AT THE DEPARTMENT. IN ADDITION 
TO THE STATEMENTS MADE IN THE PETITION AND PRESS RELEASE 
DESCRIBED ABOVE, THE STUDENTS ASKED FOR AN INVESTIGATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN SIERRA LEONE, COMPLAINED 
ABOUT THE SIERRA LEONE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON AND ITS 
LACK OF RAPPORT WITH ITS CONSTITUENTS, AND ASKED THAT NO 
REPRISALS BE MADE BY THE INS AS A RESULT OF THE DEMONSTR- 
ATIONS. IN RESPONSE TO THE THIRD POINT THEY WERE INFORMED 
THIS WOULD NOT BE THE CASE ASSUMING THE DEMONSTRATION 
REMAINED NON-VIOLENT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 031116 

4. SEPARATE ITEM: THE SIERRA LEONE EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
HAS CEASED ISSUING VISAS TO SIERRA LEONE ON ORDERS FROM 
FREETOWN. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO DETERMINE NOW IF AN 
EXCEPTION CAN BE MADE FOR ED HOLMES, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
USIA'S AFRICA BUREAU. 


VANCE 
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